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My name is Linda Ruis, I’m a member of
the Iipay Nation of Santa Ysabel. I’m a

proud mother to my daughter Skye and
grandmother to my two grandchildren,

Papadapolis and Ria, who bring me
immense joy. For over four decades, I

have been blessed to work in the field of
Social Work. My journey began as the

Director of Indian Child Social Services at
SIHC, followed by serving as the Director

of Social Services for my own tribe.
Working closely with our native children
and families has been a passion of mine,
assisting wherever needed. I have also
overseen Domestic Violence programs

and currently serve as the cultural
Advisor at Acorns to Oak Trees, the first

Indian non-profit offering services to
children with disabilities. As the treasurer
at SHNWC, I witness the remarkable work

our team does to support native
communities. Additionally, I am involved
in various boards, including Tribal STAR

leadership and the SDSU School of Social
Work advisory board. I am recognized as a
qualified Indian expert witness in Indian

Child Welfare Act cases. In my free time, I
enjoy playing peon, bird dancing,

traveling, spending time with loved ones,
and following the path the good Lord has
set for me in aiding our people in any way

possible. Embracing life to the fullest
brings me great joy.
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Supreme Court Upholds Gun Ban for Individuals Under Protection Orders 

Following Bump Stock Ban Veto

In 2017, the Trump Administration banned bump stocks following the mass shooting at the
Route 91 Harvest music festival in Las Vegas, where bump stocks were used to kill 58 people
and injure hundreds more. Bump stocks allow semi-automatic rifles to fire rapidly, simulating
fully automatic fire. However, in June, the Supreme Court reversed this decision. The Court
stated that bump stocks do not convert guns into machine guns, which are highly regulated,

and therefore do not require a ban.

In a somewhat surprising move the following week, the Supreme Court upheld a crucial law in
the U.S. v. Rahimi case, affirming restrictions on individuals subject to restraining orders from
possessing firearms. This decision is particularly significant and reassuring, as the presence of

guns significantly increases safety risks for survivors of domestic violence. By maintaining
these restrictions, the Court reinforces protections aimed at safeguarding vulnerable

individuals from potential harm and ensuring safer environments for domestic violence
survivors across the country.

These significant bills have passed the CA Assembly and are progressing in the CA

Senate before reaching the Governor's desk for potential approval:

Currently
 in suspense

You can read more about these bills at the California Legislative Information website:

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/home.xhtml



SB 975

Locate your local legal aid office with a

simple click here

Economic abuse in the form of 'coerced debt' significantly impacts lives by

affecting credit history and the ability to achieve or maintain independence

and autonomy. Recognizing this, the California Legislature and Governor

Newsom passed SB 975, which became law in 2023.

If you are a victim of domestic violence, elder abuse, dependent adult

abuse, or a foster youth who has also suffered from coerced debt, you may

qualify for relief from collection activities for 'coerced debts' incurred on

or after July 1, 2023, under SB 975. The law defines coerced debt as 'a

particular debt...incurred as a result of duress, intimidation, threat of force,

force, fraud, or undue influence.'

If you suspect you have been affected by coerced debt, please contact

California Indian Legal Services or your local legal aid office for assistance.

You can also visit the website below to find an office near you that may

provide help.

Please note that Strong Hearted Native Women’s Coalition does not offer

legal advice; this article is for informational purposes only.

Unlocking Relief: 

Help for Victims of Coerced Debt

Unlocking Relief: 

Help for Victims of Coerced Debt

2 N D  Q U A R T E R

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB975


Community Highlight
San Diego PRIDE
Community Highlight
San Diego PRIDE

On July 20th and 21st, SHNWC rocked the PRIDE parade with a
squad of awesome volunteers! The streets were buzzing with love
and positivity as the 2SLGBTQ+ community and allies cheered on

with excitement.
After the parade, the team seamlessly transitioned to the Festival
at Balboa Park. Volunteers set up a beadwork corner for festival

goers and a fun spinning wheel that sparked conversations on IPV
(intimate partner violence) where participants won mini

humidifiers. Laughter filled the air as everyone had a blast and
offered support to those who needed it. What a fabulous PRIDE

celebration! 🌈🎉

https://sdpride.org
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Partnership Agency
California Partnership to 
End Domestic Violence

The California Partnership to End Domestic Violence (the
Partnership) is California’s recognized domestic violence coalition,
representing over 1,000 survivors, advocates, organizations, and
allied individuals across the state. Working at the local, state, and
national levels for nearly 40 years, the Partnership has a long track
record of successfully passing over 200 pieces of legislation on
behalf of domestic violence victims and their children. The
Partnership believes that by collectively working with a diverse
membership, advocates, and state policymakers, we can deepen
the process of healing and restoration by identifying and
addressing the underlying and contributing factors. 

https://www.cpedv.org
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NATIVE SUCCESS
Cultivating Culture: Emily Burgueno's Dedication to the Kumeyaay Nation's
Rematriation

Emily Burgueno is an enrolled citizen of the
Iipay Nation of Santa Ysabel, which is one
of twelve Kumeyaay Bands in Southern
California (and 6 Kumiai Villages located in
Baja CA Mexico as the U.S. border crossed
Kumeyaay homelands). Ms. Burgueno's
commitment as Head Seed Keeper with
Maat Hetemii (local community garden on
SY Rez) has been such full circle work.
Since January 2020, she has developed a
space to prioritize improving community
well-being with foundational guidance
from her matriarchs and mentors. Ms.
Burgueno is rooted in Kumeyaay life ways
and tries to implement these teachings in
her daily work for the community and land.
One of her many goals is to uplift
rematriation throughout the Kumeyaay
Nation. "Rematriation" can be defined as:
"to restore a living culture to its rightful
place on Mother Earth," or "to restore a
people to a spiritual way of life, in sacred
relationship with their ancestral lands,
without external interference." As a
concept, rematriation acknowledges that
our ancestors lived in spiritual relationship
with our lands for thousands of years, and
that we have a sacred duty to maintain that
relationship for the benefit of our future
generations. From learning and teaching,
Emily knows the importance of the
relationships we develop within our spirit,
community/ecosystems, and natural world. 

As newly appointed Chairwoman of the
Kumeyaay Diegueno Land Conservancy,
Ms. Burgueno aims to continue the
unification formed around active
traditional land stewardship as well as
advocacy around protection of sacred
sites and cultural/natural resources. One
important factor to the work and way of
life Ms. Burgueno leads is the importance
to implement tribal sovereignty as it is
our inherent right to live a life our
ancestors intended for us. 
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April 2 - Present at Women‘s Shelter ‘@ Long Beach
April 6 - Inter Tribal Earth Day @ La Jolla
April 12 - Santa Ysabel Earth Day
April 12 - Present to Sherman Youth Leaders
April 16 - SCTCA Meeting
April 16 - Non Profit Grantee Workshop - San Manuel
April 19 - Golf Tournament
April 20 - Quechan Youth Gathering
April 25 - 26 - SA Wellness Retreat @ Soboba
April 29 - Boys with Braids @ Julian Elementary
April 28 -  San Manuel Youth Run’
May 1 - 3 - Sacramento MMIP, Light up the Capital
May 5 - MMIP Flag Raising @ Rincon
May 11 - La Posta Earth Day
May 18 - Pala Youth Camp
May 19 -  Sycuan MMIP
May 23 - Julian Community Family Wellness
June 1-  Pride by the Beach Planning Reception
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Past Events Con’t
June 1 - Mesa Grande Gathering
June 6 - MMIP Meeting Santa Ysabel
June 6 - Tribal Trauma Informed with Pala
June 10 -13 - NNEDV/NAESV Advocacy Days - WashingtonDC
June 13 - CRDVN - Los Angeles
June 15 - Ramona Pride
June 15 - San Pasqual Gathering
June 18 - CA DOJ MMIP Tribal Communities Outreach &
Research
June 25 - Webinar “Valuing Digital Safety like Physical
Safety”
June 26 - Sewing in Santa Ysabel


